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Geography 261 
 

Encountering  
the City 
 
EUGENE McCANN 

 
BBY Office:  RCB 6229 
Email: emccann@sfu.ca 
Office Hours via Zoom: Friday 09.00-10.00, or 
by appointment. 
 
A Breadth Social Science course that may also be applied toward the Certificate in Urban Studies: 
(http://www.sfu.ca/students/calendar/2017/spring/programs/urban-studies/certificate.html). 
 
Canvas:  The course uses Canvas http://www.sfu.ca/canvas.html. 
 
TEACHING ASSISTANT 
Lise Mahieus (lise_mahieus@sfu.ca). 
Office Hours via Zoom: Wednesday 10.00-11.00, or by appointment. 
 
COURSE FORMAT 
The format of 261 will be different from a normal face-to-face version.  Here are the details: 
Recorded lectures, assigned readings, videos, podcasts, etc.:  You will receive all the materials one 

week in advance.  You’re required to read them before 10.30am each Friday. 
Online class meeting via Zoom (not mandatory but strongly recommended):  Friday, 10:30-11:30 (or 

maybe a little longer if there’s a lot of discussion, but no longer than 12.20).  A weekly 
discussion with Eugene & Lise, expanding or and clarifying the themes from the lectures and 
other course materials. 

Online discussions:  There will be no traditional tutorials this semester.  Instead, Lise will curate 
weekly asynchronous written discussion exercises, responses, etc. on Canvas. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Cities – their bright lights, spectacular buildings, and jarring contrasts – have sparked our 
imaginations for centuries.  They are places of possibility and danger, of hope and disappointment, of 
power and powerlessness, of glamour and destitution, of production and consumption.  They are 
often seen as different or special.  They are frequently places where new innovations emerge and 
places that epitomize new forms of social organization.  If you are interested in cities, if you are 
excited about living in one and by the opportunity to learn more about them, then this course is for 
you. 

Urban geographers study the spaces, environments, and ways of life of cities.  This course 
introduces key concepts and approaches in contemporary urban geography.  It will draw upon 
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examples from North America and other parts of the world.  The following broad themes will feature 
in the course: The process of urbanization; the urban built environment; public space; inequality, 
exclusion, and segregation; politics in (and of) the city; suburbanization; city-regions; representations 
of the city; social identity and urban space; nature and the city; urban futures. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
Book: Andrew Jonas, Eugene McCann, & Mary Thomas (2015) Urban Geography: A Critical 

Introduction.  Malden, Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell. 
Other readings:  Other readings will be available via the library or links that will be provided. 
Media articles:  See note on these in the Course Evaluation section below. 
Handouts, websites, videos, and in-class assignments (including brief writing and presentation  

assignments) will supplement the texts.  You are also responsible for these. 
 
GRADING SCHEME 
A+ = 90% and above 
A = 85% - 89.99% 
A- = 80% - 84.99% 
B+ = 77% - 79.99% 
B = 73% - 76.99% 
B- = 70% - 72.99% 

C+ = 67% - 69.99% 
C = 63% - 66.99% 
C- = 60% - 62.99% 
D = 50% - 59.99% 
F (fail) = 49.99% and below 

 
**Note:  the following performance standards guide the grading in this class:   

Excellent = A; Good = B;  Satisfactory = C;  Marginal = D;  Unacceptable = F. 
These match the standards in the University Calendar: 
(http://www.sfu.ca/students/calendar/2019/fall/fees-and-regulations/grading-policy/grading-

systems-and-policies.html) 
See also the note in the policies section below about what grades mean. 
 
COURSE EVALUATION 
Discussion of themes from lectures, related materials, & relevant current events 

• Participation:           10%  
Participation is taken seriously in this course.  We will take note of who is participating 
and how.  Just ‘showing up’ (writing the most minimal thing in the discussion) does not 
mean you are participating well.  You must read all assigned readings in advance and 
you must be thoughtful. 
• NOTE:  Participation in the weekly online class meetings (Fridays, 10.30am) is not 

mandatory, although it’s strongly recommended.  We will take attendance and pay 
attention to who is contributing to discussions.  BUT, if you are unable to make it 
to any of the meetings, for whatever reason, just let us know.  You won’t be 
penalized.  All of you will be able to participate (and therefore gain participation 
points!) through the asynchronous written discussions on Canvas. 

• Recent media articles:        10% 
During the semester, you will be required to submit links (via Canvas) to some recent 
media articles that relate to the course themes.  You will be asked to write short 
discussions and questions about them.  More details will be provided in tutorial. 
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Writing assignments 
• Self-directed ‘U-Pass Fieldtrip’ & writing assignment:      30% 

An assignment intended to get you out into the city (to ‘encounter’ it!) and that involves 
exploration, writing, photography.  More information will be provided in Week 4. 

• Alternative version: Virtual self-directed ‘U-Pass Fieldtrip’ & writing assignment.  
If you are uncomfortable or unable to encounter the city physically, this alternative 
virtual version of the assignment is for you.  More information will be provided in 
Week 4. 

 
Exams 

• Midterm Exam (Take-home, Open book):     20% 
• Final Exam (Take-home, Open book, Comprehensive):    30% 

 
 

POLICIES 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS (including exams, writing assignments, & discussion assignments):  late 
assignments will be penalized 5% if handed in during the 24-hour period after the deadline and 
another 5% for each 24-hour period thereafter.  They will only be accepted without penalty if you 
provide me with a satisfactory reason for the lateness.  SFU provides advice on these issues here: 
https://www.sfu.ca/students/health/see-a-doctor/missed-classes.html 
 
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM:  As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off, as one’s own, 
ideas, words, writing, etc. that belong to another.  In accordance with this definition, you are 
committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your own, even if you 
have the permission of that person.  You are also plagiarizing if you submit work that you have 
already submitted for another course at SFU or elsewhere and if you change a few words in a quote 
then use it in your paper without citation.  Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, since the 
plagiarist destroys the trust among colleagues without which knowledge cannot be safely 
communicated. 

• You are responsible for reading and understanding SFU’s plagiarism policy.  See this 
guide: https://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/academic-integrity/plagiarism  

• You are expected to complete this online tutorial: http://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/academic-
integrity/plagiarism-tutorial. 

I will take strong action against anyone who cheats or plagiarizes.  Not knowing what plagiarism is will 
not stand as a valid excuse. 
 
ETIQUETTE:  For most of us, all this online education stuff is still relatively new and it’s really not what 
we signed up for!  So, let’s try to work it out the best we can. 
 

• We’ll have a discussion in the first group meeting about what rules we can give ourselves 
to make this the best experience we can.  I’ll write them up and they’ll become part of our 
‘official agreement’ in the syllabus. 
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STUDENTS WITH HIDDEN OR VISIBLE DISABILITIES who believe they may need classroom or exam 
accommodations are encouraged to register with the SFU Centre for Accessible Learning (1250 
Maggie Benston Centre www.sfu.ca/students/accessible-learning.html) as soon as possible to ensure 
that they are eligible and that approved accommodations and services are implemented in a timely 
fashion. 
 
READ ALL ASSIGNED READINGS, ATTEND ALL CLASSES & TUTORIALS, TO PARTICIPATE & TAKE 
NOTES: These are basic expectations of the course.  Do not wait to the last minute to read the 
assigned readings.  Students who do not attend regularly and do not read carefully will do poorly.   
 
If you are having problems with the class, please see me or your TA.  If you are not having problems 
but feel like talking about the course or about becoming a geography major or minor or about 
opportunities for graduate work in geography (here or elsewhere), I will be happy to speak to you 
during office hours. 
 
Finally, a little more on what grades mean (from a memo to faculty, written by the Chair of the 
Geography Dept.): 
“The A grade is the grade category reserved for a very small group of superior students whose work 
can be separated from the B+ category on the basis of quality of thought.  These are the students 
with unusually well developed critical and synthetic abilities whose work is characterized by 
substantial originality and creativity.  No amount of work, in the absence of these qualities, should 
justify an A grade.  The A+ category, in particular, should rarely be assigned; excellence of this order is 
rare by definition. 

The B grade is reserved for those students who have gone beyond the normal expectations of 
the instructor.  This higher level of performance might take the form of far exceeding the work 
requirements of the course, but more usually will be that of students clearly demonstrating an ability 
to critically assess the course work.  Although some evidence of critical ability and a great amount of 
work beyond the course requirements might justify awarding a B-, it should not be sufficient to award 
a B+. 

The C grade is applied when the performance is satisfactory in the sense that all work has 
been completed and meets the normal expectations of the instructor.  In other words, the C grade is 
reserved for a sound performance indicating that the basic concepts and principles of the course have 
been understood. The C+, C, and C- divisions within this category simply are divisions across a 
continuum of the one performance type. 

The D grade is assigned to student performances that fall between a clear fail (F) and a clear 
pass (C-).  Students receiving a D grade will receive credit for the course, and in Geography may use 
the course as a prerequisite. 

The F grade is assigned to those performances that clearly display a lack of understanding of 
important concepts.  Failure to complete all of the course work is not a reason to award an F grade; a 
deferred grade (DE) or incomplete grade (N) should be awarded in such cases.” 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
Normally, I would list all the readings for each week in the schedule below.  This semester, I am only 
giving you the main readings for each week (the chapters from the Jonas, McCann, Thomas Urban 
Geography textbook).  You will receive each week’s lectures and other readings, videos, podcasts, etc. 
on the Friday of the previous week (giving you a week to read, watch, listen before the next Friday 
class meeting).  This is so that I can gauge the right amount of material to be giving you in this 
unusual semester and also so that I can keep the materials as relevant to the changing world as 
possible. 

 
Date of 
lecture 

Lecture topic, readings, & assignments (all readings are required unless otherwise stated) 
JMT = Urban Geography textbook 

*Other readings, videos, podcasts, etc. to be added each week* 
 

Week 1 
Sep 11 

Recorded Lecture:  Introduction to the course 
Reading & other media:  

• Snoop Dogg has the most important advice of the semester ...   
• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 1: Commercial & Broadway  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   None this week. 
 

Week 2 
Sep 18 

Recorded Lecture:  Approaching the city 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Preface & Ch. 1.   
• Arundhati Roy (2020) The pandemic is a portal. Financial Times.  
• Eugene McCann (2020) Spaces of Publicness and the World After 

the Coronavirus Crisis. Society & Space.  
• Ayana Elizabeth Johnson (2020) We Can't Solve the Climate Crisis 

Unless Black Lives Matter. Time.  
• Mona Fawaz (2020) To pre-empt disaster capitalism, Beirut 

urgently needs a people-centred recovery. The New Arab.  
• Kirsten Clarke (2020) New map reveals climate change risks in 

Richmond. Richmond News.  
• Eugene Encounters ... False Creek  
• Changing False Creek (Just look at the photos)  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   None this week. 
 

Week 3 
Sep 25 
 

Recorded Lecture:  Critical approaches to the city 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Ch. 2. 
• Michelle Stewart (2020) A better future: How to defund and 

reimagine policing. The Conversation.  
• Eugene Encounters the City Ep3  
• What does defund the police actually mean?  
• Interview with Angela Davis  
• Interview with Ruth Wilson Gilmore   
• Interview with Greta Thunberg  
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• Interviews with Alexandria Villaseñor, Xiye Bastida. *Starts at 
27:55.  

Recommended materials 
• “Ruth Wilson Gilmore Girls” Twitter fan account (I'm not kidding - 

Images from the show with RWG quotes added).  
• Right to the City Alliance  
• Critical Resistance  
• Geographies of Racial Capitalism with Ruth Wilson Gilmore  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   Assignment distributed on previous Friday, due by 5pm, Thurs 24. 

 
Week 4 
Oct 2 

Recorded Lecture:  Going to town: Exploring the urban region 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Ch. 8. 
• 99% Invisible podcast, "Always Read the Plaque" (audio)  
• 99% Invisible podcast, "Always read the plaque: Mapping 10,000 

global markers & memorials" (text -- not the same as the audio!!)  
• Garrett, B.L. 2014. The UE [Urban Exploration] Scene. Ch 1 of his 

book, Explore Everything: Place-Hacking the City, London: Verso, 
1-22. 

• Mott, C. & Roberts, S. M. 2014. Not Everyone Has (the) Balls: 
Urban Exploration & the Persistence of Masculinist Geography. 
Antipode, 46: 229–245.  

• MacMillan, S. (2020) Sudbury patios causing accessibility 
challenges, advocate says: Blind Sudburian says he couldn't safely 
navigate the path around a downtown patio. CBC News August 
10.  

• Takeuchi, C. (2020) Vancouver Park Board to reopen Stanley Park 
to full vehicle access after lifting COVID-19 restrictions. Georgia 
Straight, September 18.  

• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 4 Stanley Park Bike Lane 
Controversy  

Recommended materials  
• Geoff Dyer (2017) The Odd, Otherwordly Glow of Fred Herzog’s 

Photography. New York Times.  
• Fred Herzog’s pictures  
• A profile of Herzog  
• Fred Herzog Obituary  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   Assignment distributed on previous Friday, due by 5pm, Thurs 1. 

 
Instructions for the U-Pass Fieldtrip assignment 

distributed & discussed 
 

Week 5 
Oct 9 

Recorded Lecture:  A world of cities 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Ch. 4.   
• Space Wars (A ground-level tour of a global city)   
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• Doreen Massey (1994) A global sense of place. In Massey, D. 
Space, Place, & Gender. Minnesota. Ch 6, pp146-156. [Online in 
the library.]  

• In Contrast podcast. 2018. The Global City - Saskia Sassen  
• Wall Street Journal. (2020) From Tokyo to Sydney, Cities Vie to 

Replace Hong Kong as Asia Hub [Video]  
• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 5: Port of Vancouver & CRAB Park  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   Assignment distributed on previous Friday, due by 5pm, Thurs 8. 

Week 6 
Oct 16 
 

Recorded Lecture:   Governing & planning the city 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Chs. 7 & 10. 
• Recent CBC Metro Matters Newsletters (read at least the most 

recent one)   
• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 6 New Westminster  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   Assignment distributed on previous Friday, due by 5pm Thurs 15. 
 

Week 7 
Oct 23 

Midterm Exam (Take-home/Open book).   
Distributed (via Canvas):  Friday October 23, 9am 

Due (via Canvas):  Thursday October 29, 5pm 
 

Week 8 
Oct 30 

Recorded Lecture:  Urban economies:  production & labour 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Chs. 3 & 5.   
• Hello Calgary! [Watch this first] Links to an external site.  
• This American Life, Prologue section of Ep 520: "No Place Like 

Home" [Listen to this next]  
• History Brief: Mass Production and Advertising in the 1920s Links 

to an external site.  
• How Zara Took Over The Industry Using Fast Fashion Links to an 

external site.  
• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 7 Steveston  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   Assignment distributed on previous Friday, due by 5pm Thurs 29. 
 

Week 9 
Nov 6 
 

Recorded Lecture:  Urban economies:  social reproduction & all that ‘other’ labour 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Ch. 6.   
• Amanda Watson interview  
• Hong Kong: capital of domestic slavery  
• [Article & embedded video] For shame: Hong Kong again exposed 

for heartless way it treats foreign domestic workers after Covid-
19 payout snub  

• [Article & 2 embedded videos] Exploitation of migrant care 
workers has increased since COVID-19 struck, report says  
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• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 9: North Vancouver Social 
Reproductive Infrastructures (apologies I held my phone the 
wrong way!!)  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   Assignment distributed on previous Friday, due by 5pm Thurs 5. 
 

Week 10 
Nov 13 
 

Independent work week (no lecture or readings):  Time to work on your Fieldtrip assignment.  Lise 
and I will be available at the usual places & times for optional drop-in consultations on your 
assignments in progress. 
 

U-Pass Fieldtrip assignment 
due via Canvas by 5pm on Friday November 13 

 
 

 
Week 11 
Nov 20 

Recorded Lecture:  The right to the city and to life  
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Ch. 12.   
• San Francisco 1: Showdown at the Mission Playground Links to an 

external site.  
• San Francisco 2: What It’s Like To Get Kicked Out Of Your 

Neighborhood?   
• Mark Johanson (2019) "How a $0.04 metro fare price hike 

sparked massive unrest in Chile" Links to an external site.  
• BBC News (2020) "Jubilation as Chile votes to rewrite 

constitution" Links to an external site.  
• Alissa Walker (2020) "Coronavirus is not fuel for urbanist 

fantasies" Links to an external site.  
• Jay Pitter (2020) "A Call to Courage: An Open Letter to Canadian 

Urbanists" Links to an external site.  
• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 11: Gentrification & the Right to 

the City in Burnaby.  
Other  

• Gil Scott Heron, "The Revolution will not be Televised."  
Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   Assignment distributed on previous Friday, due by 5pm Thurs 19. 
 

Week 12 
Nov 27 

Recorded Lecture:  Paint the city:  Public space and visual representation 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Ch. 9 & 11.   
• Zack Hyde (2016) Vancouver Mural Festival is caught up in 

gentrification. The Mainlander.   
• [Listen to first 28.30 mins] Brandi Summers et al (2020), The 

Kojo Nnamdi Show, “What Black Lives Matter Plaza Means To 
Washingtonians”  

• Secret Vancouver: Return to Hogan's Alley (2016)  
• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 12: Mount Pleasant & the 

Mural Fest  
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Optional  
• McCann E, Landau F, & Mahieus, L. (2020). COVID-19 murals 

express hope & help envision urban futures. The Conversation.  
• Landau, F (2020) Ghostly Murals – (Re)Painting Vancouver’s 

Disappeared Black Neighborhood.pdf  
Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   Assignment distributed on previous Friday, due by 5pm Thurs 26. 

 
Week 13 
Dec 4 

Recorded Lecture:  Course wrap-up 
Reading & other media:  

• JMT Ch 14 (Epilogue) 
• Brian Doucet & Robin Mazumber (2020) COVID-19 cyclists: 

Expanding bike lane network can lead to more inclusive cities.  
• Butler, Tamika (2020) Why We Must Talk About Race When We 

Talk About Bikes  
• Destiny Thomas on bike lanes  
• Eugene Encounters the City Ep 13 Deep Cove  
Optional things  
• Tamika L Butler Consulting  
• Thrivance Consulting (Destiny Thomas)  

Class meeting:   10.30am, via Zoom. 
Written Discussion:   No discussion this week. 
 

 
FINAL 
EXAM 

 
Final Exam (‘Take-home/Open book;’ Comprehensive). 
Distributed (via Canvas):  Wednesday December 9, 9am 

Due (via Canvas):  Tuesday December 15, 5pm 
 

 


