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Cities – their bright lights, spectacular buildings, and jarring contrasts – have sparked our 
imaginations for centuries.  They are places of possibility and danger, of hope and disappointment, of 
power and powerlessness, of glamour and destitution, of production and consumption.  They are 
often seen as different or special.  They are frequently places where new innovations emerge and 
places that epitomize new forms of social organization.  If you are interested in cities, if you are 
excited about living in one and by the opportunity to learn more about them, then this course is for 
you. 

Urban geographers study the spaces, environments, and ways of life of cities.  This course 
introduces key concepts and approaches in contemporary urban geography.  It will draw upon 
examples from North America and other parts of the world.  The following broad themes will feature 
in the course: The process of urbanization; the urban built environment; public space; inequality, 
exclusion, and segregation; politics in (and of) the city; suburbanization; city-regions; representations 
of the city; social identity and urban space; nature and the city; urban futures. 
 
One element of the course will be a self-directed walking and transit tour of Metro Vancouver. 
 
Course Prerequisites 
Geog 100 or 102 or 30 credit hours, or instructor’s permission. 
 
Required Texts 
Andrew Jonas, Eugene McCann, & Mary Thomas (2015) Urban Geography: A Critical Introduction.  
Malden, Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
Other Readings will be on reserve in the library. 
  
Course Evaluation (Tentative) 
Tutorial Participation:   20% 
Writing Assignments:   30% 

Mid-term exam:   20% 
Final Exam:    30% 

 
There will be NO tutorials in the first week of classes. 
 
**This is a Breadth Social Science (B-Soc) course & it may also be applied toward the Certificate in Urban Studies** 


